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• Describe what you believe arc the main issues facing sport fisheries, commercial fisheries,

and/or fishery management in Oregon and identify which fish management issues are

important to you.

The main issue facing fishing in Oregon is meeting the varied fishing interests while the 
resource changes. Accommodating commercial fisheries in the face of declining 
populations, meeting the interests of sport fisherman by maintaining the various 
species, especially native fish and the growth of sport interest in none native species 

provide challenges in target management to meet everyone ' s wants. In this 
management dilemma there is the additional challenge of keeping the public, and 

especially the fishing community, informed as to why certain efforts meet everyone ' s 
needs. 
As an avid salmon and steelhead fisherman their management are most important to 

me especially with a view from the II east side I
I now that I have returned to where I

grew up. From my varied experiences I truly have the view that fish management has 
forgotten the Columbia Plateau when it comes to salmon and steelhead. My 
recollections of fishing on the John Day, Umatilla and Columbia in my early years are 
not equal to my current day experiences. 
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Use the space below to tell us why you are interested in being a representative on the R&E Board and 
why you think you would make a good R&E Board member. 

I am applying to fill the position of public member-at-large for the fish Restoration and 
Enhancement Program Board. As a Federal employee, I was involved with Fish and Wildlife 
habitat restoration programs, wetland identification and mitigation banking proposals, and 
environmental protection programs throughout my career. 

I have valuable experience from my work throughout the Columbia River Basin, along the 
Oregon and Washington coasts, and throughout the States of Oregon, Washington. Idaho, 
Montana, Nevada, and Alaska. I was a manager for such programs as the Secure Rural Schools 
Act while I was the Chief of Resources for the Medford District, Bureau of Land Management. 
I guided that program and the citizen board for six years and providing over $17 million in funds 
and grants for many proposals. These proposals included fish habitat restoration, wildlife 
habitat restoration and enhancement, historic facilities and area preservation, educational 
programs dealing with natural systems, fish and wildlife habitat, and the replacement of fish­
blocking culverts with fish-friendly bridges, opening fish habitat from blocking structures such 
as water diversions, and providing juvenile habitat enhancement both off-channel and restoration 
of gravel substrate. 

My work also included environmental assessment programs for culvert replacement with bridges 
on National Park roads (Olympic National Park), wet!?�".'! ?.��,,."�n->,,.nt� !'-'� tJ..'=-' t_T� -"-�:· �"..'�':' 

of Engineers along the Oregon coast for dredging projects (river mouths, and small-boat basin 
projects), wetland enhancement in the Columbia River mouth, and for the Fish and Wildlife 
Fwiwug prugnurn; uf foe Bunneviiie Power Administration. I have worked on projects in 
cooperation with the Oregon Water Enhancement Board, local irrigators in Northeast Oregon 
and in the Willamette Valley, and with gold-mining interests in the Rogue, Applegate, and 
IJJinois River basins. I did assessment work on forestlands for water and soil runoff, agricultural 
lands for soil survey, runoff, and invasive species, worked with farmers and local watershed 
councils to seek cooperative protection and revegetation of streambanks. And I provided 
Federal oversight of cooperative efforts with 5 Native American tribes in northeast Washington, 
northern Idaho, and western Montana, 8 tribes on the Olympic Peninsula, and several bands in 
southwest Oregon. I started in fish and wildlife in the OSU work-study program at the ODFW 
Fish Lab in Corvallis. 

I have acted as the BLM representative on several boards, including the multi-use recreational 
council in Jackson and Josephine Counties, interacting with bikers, hikers, off-road vehicle 
users, snow-play recreationists, and various local administrators such as county commissioners, 
and small-town city managers/ mayors. I have experience with volunteer councils such as the 
Columbia River Estuary Study Taskforce, encompassing multiple jurisdictions and cooperative 
study efforts. I was the Chairman of the City of Eagle Point Parks and Recreation Commission 
for 5 years. 

I would be a good board member bec�use of my experience, my knowledge of the subject 
matter, my abilities with various jurisdiction and officials, and for my passion to protect fish and 
wildlife resources of our State. I am retired and so available to devote time, travel, and effort to 
make this program successful. I also fish. 
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William A. Freeland 

verification of the Integrated Safety Management System. 

Bonneville Power Administration - USDOE (02/83/1986 to 06/2-4/lffl). 
Area Environmental Manager, GS-0028-13. 
Spokane, WA 99201. 
Earl Schocrr (retired). 
Tour of Duty: 40 Hrs per week. 

I developed and managed environmental matters within the Area. providing an interface with 
the BP A Regional Office of Operations and Maintenance. I supervised Area environmental 
staff (S personnel). I identified issues and concerns leading to policy development. final 
policies, and implementation of those policies. I implemented Area Operating Plans for the 
Pollution Abatement and Control Program. I initiated and managed actions under the 
following laws: CERCLA (Superfund-6 sites), RCRA (8 Districts), TSCA (PCBs). the 
Clean Water Act (and NPDES permits), the Clean Air Act, the Safe Drinking Water Act, and 
the Superfund Amendments and Reauthoriz.ation Act (SARA). I directed actions including in­
house personnel, such as Construction Force Accounts, as well as contract reso�. I 
provided technical oversight as Area I-Iu.ardous Waste Coordinator and as Contracting 
Officer's Representative (COR) for contracts. This work included guiding consultant servtces 
in conducting Site Inspections and Removal Actions under the Superfund regulations. I 
developed and managed the Area Self-Audit/ Appraisal and Corrective Action Program. I 
developed implementation plans for corrective actions. 

Achievements: 

• I lead change through the development and implementation of an Environmental
Protection Program including Self-Audits and Correction Action Plans in the field.

• I developed and implemented the Hazardous Materials Program in the field from
scratch. I lead the change in field processes (Polychlorinated Biphenyl's equipment
identification) for Substation maintenance, Substation operations, Communications
Systems operations and maintenance, and Transm�ion Line maintenance activities.

• I lead the implementation of Superfund site Removal and Rehabilitation Projects in
the Upper Columbia Area (6 sites).

• I initiated actions to correct Oil Spill Containment (SPCC Plans and facilities) and
permit requirements under NPDES; prepared SPCC Plans for 158 facilities.

• I developed and coordinated environmental protection guidance for the BP A
Generation and Transmission partners in eastern Washington, Northern I� and
western Montana.

• l train�, developed, and supervised up to seven direct-report employees as
supervisor, mentor, and/or program lead by dealing with perfonnance EEO and
disciplinary concerns.

' ' 

• I tr�ned as a COR for_environmental contracts, received certification as an
environmental tort claims officer, and was a OOE-certified Accident Investigation
Board Member.
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William A. Freeland 

Bonneville Power Administration - USDOE (03/03/1979 to 02/02/1986) 
Enviro�mental Specialist, GS-0028 -12, Portland, OR 97208.

. 

John Kiley (retired). 
Tour of Duty: 40 Hrs per week. 

I was a GS-11 Ecologist and GS-12 Environmental Specialist, involving: I) analyzing and 
describing the environmental impacts of the BP A Vegetation Management Program in a 
Programmatic EIS; 2) organizing and coordinating review of NEPA documents; and 3) 
assuring compliance with laws, regulations, and procedures. One assignment (2/84 to l /86) 
was to develop the BPA Environmental Appraisal/ Audit Program. I lead the implementation 
of this program by developing policy and gaining program approval. I organized and 
conducted twelve field appraisals. The Audit and Appraisal program lead to development of 
the TSCA, RCRA, and CERCLA field programs at BPA. I was co-lead with an engineer from 
the Office of Engineering on the Leaking Underground Storage Tanks team under RCRA. 

Achievements: 

• I lead change by developing and implementing the Environmental Protection Audit

and Appraisal Program.
• I developed and implemented new and unique policies for the Haz.ardous Materials,

Toxic Substances, and Superfund Programs at BPA.
• I was the program lead for vegetation management, coastal zone management, NEPA

processing, Endangered Species, RCRA, CERCLA, and TSCA at BP A.
• Developed, prepared, and wrote NEPA documents on vegetation management,

impacts on marine mammals from underwater transmission lines, and construction of

substations.
• Provided wildlife expertise on T &E species for environmental policy and NEPA

documents.

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (03/10/1978 to 03/02/1979). 
Ecologist, GS-0408-09, Portland District, Portland, OR 97208. 
Robert Moulton (retired} 
Tour of Duty: 40 Hrs per week. 

Preparation of EAs and EISs; studies of wetlands and wetland delineations. Identified �ta) 
wetlands plants for all small boat basin projects from the mouth of the Columbia to Gold 
Beach. Initiated wetland restoration projects in the Columbia River Estuarv. 
Achievements: 

• Recognued as one of the first Wetlands Ecologists in the Pacific Northwest.
• Initiated the guide Wetlands Plants of the Pacific Northwest.
• Conducted wetlands delineations for ACOE projects.

USDA Soil Conservation Service (06/10/1974 to 03/09/1978). 
Soil Conservationist, GS-0457-09, Portland, OR 97208. 
S. Swanson (retired)
Tour of Duty: 40 Hrs per week.

6 



Resume 

William A. Freeland 

Achievements: 

• Planned over 50 fanns in the Willamette Valley.
• Developed plant materials for conservation and wetlands work.
• Coordinated the first Wetlands assessments with the USFWS in the Willamette

Valley and defined wetlands as used by FWS Wetland Ecologists from the
Washington Office.

• Participated on the first watershed and inigation district EISs conducted in the SCS.

Total Yean in Federal Service: 37+ years. 

Edacatioa 

• Bachelor of Science Degree, 1974, Wildlife Science, Oregon State University,
Total Credit hours earned quarter: 193.

• Post-Graduate, Portland State University and Lewis and Clark College,
Total Credit hours earned quarter: 10.

• Defense Acquisitions University, Certificate as Contracting Officer's Technical
Representative.

• High School, 1970 Graduate with Honors, Ashtabula, Ohio.

Additioaal Information 

TRAJNING: 
Numerous courses including project management, program development, fire management

(Incident Command System), hazardous waste handling and remediation courses, federal

contracting courses, mountaineering and first aid skills (and instructor training), Wetlands

delineation, IT courses, supervisory and administration courses, and facilitation/ mediation skills

courses. Certification as COTR for the US Coast Guard, Bureau of Land Management, National 

Park Service, and for the Department of Energy. 

JOB-RELATED SKILLS: 
Team building and facilitation skills (training and ability), photography, computer skills and GIS 
knowledge (word processing and GIS software). 

AWARDS: 
Quality Stg, Increase Award - 2001, development and implementation of the Integrated Safety
Management System (ISMS) Program at Yucca Mountain. 

Superior Job Performance - 2011 for initiating NEPA process at R2 l PRO Alaska; 1987, 1990, 
I 994, I 998, for directing and overseeing the environmental field programs at BP A and Yucca 
Mountain. 

Monetary Award for Special Act- 1985, 1989, 1991, 1996 (2), 1998, 2001, 2010: example
achievements - Departmental verification of ISMS at Yucca Mountain, for development and 
implementation of the Audit/ Appraisal Program, and for developing the Hazardous Materials 
Program at BPA. 

Career Service Award - 1983, 1993, 1999, 2003; 
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Certificates of Appreciation - 1984, 1995; 
National Ski Patrol National Appointment # 6646, 1 Blue and 2 Yellow Merit Stars.

LICENSES/CERTIFICATES: 
Certified Wildlife Biologist - The Wildlife Society, 1980. 
Registered Environmental Manager (R.E.M.)- National Registry of Environmental Professionals 
- 1997 to 201 S.

OTHER INFORMATION: 
Lifetime Alumni member: National Ski Patrol System. 
Former Board member: City of Sequim Parks Citizen's Advisory Board. 
Former Commission Chair: (S years) City of Eagle Point Parks and Recreation Commission. 
Ex-officio President: Hillsborough Estates Homeowners Association. 
Ex-officio Vice Chair: Tamarack Trails Homeowners Association. 













































into compliance with document procedures with NMFS, and improved timelines for 
document completion. 

 Part of the NOAA team that negotiated with Bureau of Land Management for their new 
Western Resource Plan Revision for the State of Oregon. This plan included improved 
management direction that resulted in wider no-touch buffers for riparian reserves, 
improved practices to protect water quality and fish, and improved economic stability for the 
local counties. I then followed up with my Branch Chief to develop and write the NOAA 
programmatic for forest management activities with BLM for Western Oregon. This 
document saves NOAA and BLM staff time by streamlining timber sales consultation 
process. Both these projects were milestones for NMFS. 

 I developed and wrote the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) Transmission Line and 
Road Rebuild programmatic for NMFS. This programmatic covers Oregon, Washington, 
and Idaho. This included negotiating project design criteria with BPA, seeking review with 
NMFS branch offices, local Branch Chief review, Quality Control, and legal counsel. This 
programmatic was also a milestone for NMFS. 

 I conduct Section 7 consultations within ESA for Federal Agencies within the Oregon Coast 
Branch of NMFS. I am considered a subject expert in Forestry, Fish Passage, Tidegates, 
Transmission Lines, Stormwater, and Agriculture Practices. 

 I co-authored the Oregon Coast Coho Recovery Plan for the Oregon Coast Branch of the 
Oregon/Washington Area Office of NMFS. My specific section included the Lakes Strata. I 
also assisted with the watersheds of the mid and southern coast of Oregon. 

 I work closely with landowners, watershed councils, local governments, various state and 
federal agencies to implement the recovery plans for both SONCC and OC coho salmon. I 
am a good negotiator, have a very strong network and partnerships with local folks, and 
strong technical background which I use to assist partners during development of 
restoration projects. I have also assisted various watershed councils in strategic actions 
plans prioritizing their watershed restoration actions. 

6/07 to 7/2010 ODFW/ODOT - Transportation Liaison, Roseburg, OR 
 Reviewed the Oregon Department of Transportation (ODOT) road construction projects for 

environmental compliance. This includes coordinating with local Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (ODFW) District Staff to develop the official position for recommendations to 
the regulatory agencies. These agencies included the Department of Environmental Quality 
(DEQ), the Department of State Lands (DSL), the Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), the 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) and the National Marine Fisheries Service 
(NMFS). 

1) Evaluate Culverts and Bridges to determine compliance with the ODFW Fish
Passage Laws. If needed, write the benefit analysis for the Department for fish
passage waivers and exemptions when requested by ODOT. Coordinate the
Department position with the NMFS and USFWS for compliance with SLOPES IV
programmatic agreement for ESA compliance.

2) Review wetland impacts proposed by ODOT for alternative analysis, ecological
value of wetlands, and evaluate the mitigation proposal against the Department of
Fish and Wildlife “No Net Loss Policy Mitigation Policy”. Develop staff
recommendations for the ODFW for comments to the Division of State Lands (DSL)
and Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE).

3) Assist ODOT to determine mitigation opportunities when needed. This includes
enhancement of wetlands, stream restoration, and fish passage.

 Attended monthly Mitigation Conservation Bank Review Team (MCBRT) team meetings. 
This team consisting of USFWS, DSL, ACOE, DEQ, and ODFW reviewed wetland 
conservation and mitigation banks proposed by ODOT. Reviewed banking instruments for 



Crooked River Wetland Bank, Lost River Mitigation Bank, Vernal Pool Mitigation Bank, and 
the East Minnow Chub Mitigation Bank for wetland credit determination and developed the 
ODFW recommendations for enhancement opportunities, conservation agreements, and 
legal evaluations for consistency with ODFW mitigation policy. 

 Conducted field Inspections for determination of the Ordinary High Water (OHW) mark for 
ODOT construction projects. This Division of State Lands requires delineation of the OHW 
to protect the Waters of the State. 

 Attended trainings and implemented the Blue Book Best Management Practices during 
project development for the ODOT maintenance staff. This Blue Book is developed for 
compliance of the 4d protection of the NMFS Endangered Species Act. 

 Committee member for several ODOT committees such as the Inwater Timing Variance 
Committee, the Construction Engineering Committee, the Hydro Acoustic Committee, 
MCBRT, CETAS, and PARIT. Conducted presentations for the ODOT Biological 
Assessment Training, the quarterly Biological Meetings, and various ODOT committee 
meetings. 

 Develop relationships with ODOT staff including Biologist, Regional Environmental 
Coordinators, Maintenance Staff, and Agency Administrators to work cooperatively and 
protect the fish and wildlife resources. Provided “solution oriented” recommendations to 
ODOT for environmental compliance during construction projects. 

 Managed and tracked the ODOT Liaison program budget. This includes tracking salaries, 
supplies and services, and training expenses. 

3/00 to 6/07 ODFW - Supervising District Fish Biologist, Roseburg & Clackamas OR 
 Supervised STEP biologist, Assistant Fish Biologist, Habitat Protection Biologist, two 

Habitat Restoration Biologists, and various seasonal experimental biological aides. 
Conducted performance reviews, recommended training, and mentoring for staff. 

 Developed and wrote the “Umpqua Winter Steelhead Biological Assessment” for angling 
regulation proposals on the Umpqua River. I also conducted public meetings and the formal 
presentation to the ODFW Commission on the wild winter steelhead fishery proposal. 

 Co-authored the Lower Columbia Coho Recovery Plan. This plan was developed to meet 
the requirements of the State Endangered Species Act. The plan, adopted by the ODFW 
Commission, becomes policy direction for the ODFW fish districts, hatcheries, and wildlife 
areas located in the Lower Columbia River below Bonneville Dam. 

 Prepared and developed the Sandy Basin Plan which included development of fish 
management alternatives, administrative rules for ODFW Commission approval, and 
conducting public steering committee meetings and the formal presentation to the ODFW 
Commission. This plan determines policy direction for the district for management of 
salmonids in the Sandy River. 

 Developed the Hatchery Genetic Management Plan (HGMP) for STEP and ODFW hatchery 
programs in the Umpqua, Sandy and Clackamas basins. The HGMPs were written for coho 
salmon, steelhead and Chinook salmon. 

 Managed and tracked the Sport Fish Restoration Budget for the Willamette Creel Program, 
Winchester Dam ladder counts, STEP Program Budget, Habitat Budget, and grants such as 
the Restoration and Enhancement Board, Oregon Wildlife Heritage, and OWEB grants for 
projects such as Coho Pedigree Study and Hinkle Creek forestry project. 

 Reviewed and determined comments for habitat protection actions in the Umpqua 
Watershed. This included review of the DSL Fill/Removal permits, ACOE Clean Water 
Permits, and water quality permits from DEQ. Reviewed wetland delineation reports for 
consistency with the ODFW Mitigation Policy. 



 Team member of the Willamette Falls PGE Hydro Re-licensing, Clackamas River PGE 
Hydro Re-licensing, and development of the City of Portland HCP proposal. Reviewed 
hydro-licensing proposals from applicants for consistency with Department policies.  

 Managed research projects such as the Hinkle Creek Forestry Research, the Coho 
Pedigree Study, and the LTM Estuary Study. This included the supervision of additional 
EBA’s, writing grant proposals, managing program budgets, and developing final reports. 

12/91 to 2/00 ODFW - Assistant District Fish Biologist, Charleston, OR 
 Assessed waterway alteration permits such as forestry, mining, and fill/removal permit 

applications. This involved field investigations and determining a Department position to 
send to the appropriate agencies. Reviewed wetland delineation reports and mitigation 
options for consistency with the ODFW Mitigation Policy. 

 Co-chaired the Conflict Resolution Action Committee. This committee was developed by 
the Department of State Lands to assist landowners with several wetland fill/removal 
violations in the Coos County. I worked with landowners to provide mitigation alternatives 
for wetland fill violations. 

 Supervised seasonal employees performing fish distribution studies. 
 Lead worker for the District habitat restoration crew. Provided technical and design 

assistance to watershed councils, landowners, agencies, and citizens performing habitat 
restoration activities.   

 Tracked and accounted for the $433,000 Oregon Watershed and Enhancement Board 
(OWEB) and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) restoration grant. Developed and 
managed the R&E tide gate grant, R&E fencing grant, and Forest Service Cost Share 
Grant. 

 Co-authored the Coos/Coquille/Tenmile Restoration Guide. 
 Performed spawning surveys, electro-shocked pools for juvenile seeding levels, conducted 

creel surveys for recreation harvest estimates, assisted with smolt and adult traps, and set 
gillnets for annual lake inventories. 

2/90 to 11/91 ODFW - Natural Resource Specialist I, Clackamas, OR 
 Collected steelhead scales from Bonneville Dam and then read these scales for 

hatchery/wild composition and age. I independently analyzed and prepared the data into 
tables and graphs for team presentations to the Columbia River Compact. 

 Editor for the Technical Advisory Committee for the US verses Oregon All Species Review 
 Conducted creel surveys on the recreational fishery on the Columbia River. 

4/89 to 1/90 Idaho Fish & Game - Biological Aid, Boise, ID 
 Staff assistant to the Regional Fisheries Biologist to assess fish populations in region 

waters. Sample techniques included electrofishing, seining, gillnetting, and creel consensus 
data.   

6/88 to 3/89 ODFW - Waterway Alteration Coordinator, Portland, OR 
 Reviewed wetland delineations, wetland mitigation options, and alternative analysis of 

fill/removal projects for determination of an ODFW recommendation to regulatory agencies. 
Assisted DSL permit coordinators determine wetland credits during enhancement work on 
mitigation projects. 

 Member of the Waterway Alteration Task Force. This task force developed Department 
policy on review of Waterway Alteration Projects  

 Coordinated with District Biologist to determine a consistent agency position on fill/removal 
permits. 

 Reviewed and presented comments on Environmental Impact Statements. 



 Attended interagency meetings on environmental permit applications and facilitated the 
Department’s position. 

10/87 to 6/88 ODFW - Hunter Education Coordinator, Portland, OR 
 Developed and implemented a five-year plan to educate hunters in outdoor skills, safety 

and hunter ethics. 
 Presented 14 instructor seminars throughout the state of Oregon. Taught goose 

identification classes and gave presentations at sportsmen's banquets. 
 Supervised secretary staff for Hunter education. 

9/82 to 10/87 Fish Culturist ODFW, Tillamook, OR;  
Prince William Sound Aquaculture, Cordova, AK 
Anadromous Inc., Coos Bay, OR 

 I participated in the feeding, grading, picking moralities, and pond maintenance for juvenile 
salmonids. 

 I spawned salmon, responded to needs for caring of eggs, and ponded fry.
 Supervised a 6-man crew on a remote camp collecting eggs for the hatchery.  
 Worked on a remote hatchery with only four couples living at the station. Developed good 

interpersonal relationships. 

6/82 to 10/82 Fishery Observer NMFS, Seattle, WA 
 Independently conducted species composition of catch and estimated total harvest. 
 I collected yellowfin sole stomach samples. 
 I lived on the vessel at Sea for 62 days. I do not get sea sickness. 

I am a citizen of the United States of America, and I have registered for the Selective 
Service. 











































 Assist in strategic planning for the Klamath Falls Fish and Wildlife Office 
 Assist in negotiations for Upper Basin-wide riparian restoration in cooperation with private landowners and off-project 

irrigators 
 Provide formal feedback on restoration plans developed by collaborators (federal and state agencies, Tribal entities, 

nonprofits, etc.) 
 Represent the US Fish and Wildlife Service on the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s Central Oregon grant 

proposal technical review team 
 Represent the US Fish and Wildlife Service on the Integrated Fisheries Restoration and Monitoring Plan technical 

steering committee and Upper Basin sub-team 
 Interact with people of diverse backgrounds including technical personnel; members of local agricultural communities; 

Tribal government; federal, state, county, and city officials and politicians; solicitors; and other members of the public 

Klamath River Manager   SEP. 2017 TO SEP. 2019 
US Bureau of Reclamation, Klamath Falls, OR 
 Compiled, QA/QC’d, managed, analyzed, and interpreted complex hydrologic, biological, and limnological datasets 
 Utilized modeling platforms such as MS Excel to investigate complex hydrologic and Klamath Project operations 

issues  
 Worked collaboratively with state, county, city, Tribal, private, academic, and federal technical personnel to ensure 

Klamath Project operations were consistent with applicable regulatory requirements and human health and safety 
concerns 

 Managed and coordinated hydrologic data collection related to Klamath Project operations and Endangered Species 
Act compliance 

 Analyzed water supply, water demand, and reservoir operations and management data and applied findings to 
operations planning 

 Provided fish and wildlife resource expertise and technical assistance regarding compliance with the Endangered 
Species Act, Tribal Trust responsibilities, and other state and federal regulations 

 Prepared technical reports, position papers, and briefings detailing the progress and findings of hydrologic 
investigations and operations issues 

 Delivered formal and informal briefings on highly contentious and controversial natural resource and operations issues 
 Provided formal feedback on technical reports, draft manuscripts, and briefing papers related to hydrologic and 

biological information and studies 
 Provided formal feedback on projects and project proposals regarding compliance with the Endangered Species Act, 

Tribal Trust responsibilities, and other state and federal regulations 
 Participated in the planning, design, and implementation of hydrologic research 
 Provided technical assistance in legal proceedings; interpreted and implemented legal decisions regarding the impact of 

Klamath Project operations on listed species; and provided guidance on, interpreted, and ensured compliance with 
natural resource laws, regulations, policies, standards, and procedures 

 Negotiated controversial natural resource issues with Project irrigators, Tribes, Federal and state agencies, and other 
entities 

 Interacted with people of diverse backgrounds including technical personnel; Klamath Project irrigators; Tribal 
government; federal, state, county, and city officials and politicians; solicitors; and other members of the public 

 Communicated (verbally and in writing) complex technical information and concepts to lay audiences 
 Assisted in strategic planning for Klamath Basin Area Office Water Operations Division 
 Represented Reclamation on the Integrated Fisheries Restoration and Monitoring Plan technical steering committee 

and Upper Basin sub-team 
 Coordinator and Reclamation technical lead for Tri-Agency Hydrology Team, tasked with hydrologic modeling to 

support consultation under the Endangered Species Act on the ongoing operations of the Klamath Project 
 Coordinator and Reclamation technical lead for the Klamath Basin Flow Account Scheduling Technical Advisory 

(FASTA) team, tasked with discussing current water operations issues and providing input on operations 

Water Operations Branch Chief               DETAIL: JAN. 16 TO MAR. 2, 2019 
US Bureau of Reclamation, Klamath Falls, OR 
 Directed operations of the Klamath Project consistent with applicable regulatory and human health and safety concerns 

including flood control regulations, contractual agreements, water rights, and the Endangered Species Act requirements 
 Responsible for the oversight and direction of the Fisheries Resources Branch, ensuring that Project operations were 

consistent with Endangered Species Act and other biological regulatory requirements



 Worked collaboratively with state, county, city, Tribal, private, academic, and federal technical personnel to achieve 
the objectives of the Klamath Basin Area Office and Reclamation 

 Directly supervised 6 water operations staff 
 Directly supervised the Lead Fisheries Biologist and indirectly supervised two fisheries biologists and two fisheries 

technicians  
 Planned and directed the work of professional and technical staff involved in collecting, exchanging, and analyzing 

hydrologic and related data collaboratively with other agencies; planning Klamath Project operations; coordinating 
flood control operations; and developing Klamath Project operating criteria and procedures, issuing Klamath Project 
operation instructions, and monitoring Klamath Project operating performance 

 Planned, scheduled, and assigned short-term priorities for work activities within established resources and program 
requirements 

 Allocated work assignments based on priorities and staff capabilities 
 Utilized modeling platforms such as MS Excel to investigate complex hydrologic and Klamath Project operations 

issues 
 Identified and evaluated issues involving Klamath Project operations that require engineering analysis or affect 

achievement of Klamath Basin Area Office and/or Reclamation objectives 
 Managed and coordinated hydrologic data collection related to Klamath Project operations and Endangered Species 

Act compliance 
 Directed analysis of water supply, water demand, and reservoir operations and management data and apply findings to 

operations planning 
 Negotiated controversial natural resource issues with Project irrigators, Tribes, Federal and state agencies, and other 

entities 
 Delivered formal and informal briefings on highly contentious and controversial natural resource and operations issues 
 Oversaw the preparation of technical reports, position papers, and briefings detailing the progress and findings of 

hydrologic investigations and operations issues 
 Oversaw development of contracts and/or cooperative agreements developed to support efforts to conserve and recover 

endangered species 
 Provided technical assistance in legal proceedings; interpreted and implemented legal decisions regarding the impact of 

Klamath Project operations on listed species; and provided guidance on, interpreted, and ensured compliance with 
natural resource laws, regulations, policies, standards, and procedures 

 Communicated (verbally and in writing) complex technical information and concepts to lay audiences 
 Interacted with people of diverse backgrounds including technical personnel; Klamath Project irrigators; Tribal 

government; federal, state, county, and city officials and politicians; solicitors; and other members of the public 
 Oversaw coordination of the Tri-Agency Hydrology Team, tasked with hydrologic modeling to support consultation 

under the Endangered Species Act on the ongoing operations of the Klamath Project 
 Represented the Klamath Basin Area Office and Reclamation in meetings or correspondence regarding highly 

controversial water resource and operational issues with the Oregon Water Resources Department, US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, United States Geological Survey, irrigation districts, and 
other agencies and private entities 

Ecosystem Restoration Scientist   SEP. 2015 - SEP. 2017 
The Klamath Tribes, Chiloquin, OR 
 Managed The Klamath Tribes Water Quality Monitoring Program and Restoration Program 
 Planned, designed, implemented, and managed riparian and aquatic restoration projects in the Upper Klamath Basin 

including oversight of preparation and submission of permits and other regulatory documents 
 Planned, implemented, and managed a Wocus (Nuphar lutea polysepala) restoration program in Upper Klamath and 

Agency Lakes 
 Implemented riparian and aquatic restoration project monitoring 
 Led the effort to develop the Upper Klamath Basin Watershed Action Plan for prioritization and implementation of 

restoration activities with an interdisciplinary group of collaborators 
 Supervised The Klamath Tribes Water Quality Monitoring Crew of 4-5 technicians 
 Supervised The Klamath Tribes Restoration Project Monitoring Crew of 1 technician 
 Supervised a Restoration Project Manager 
 Planned, scheduled, and assigned short-term priorities for work activities within established resources and program 

requirements 
 Allocated work assignments based on priorities and staff capabilities 



 Gave advice, counsel and/or instruction to employees on both work and administrative matters 
 Made selections for appointment, promotion or reassignment to subordinate positions within the Aquatics Program 
 Established performance standards and initiated employee recognition and training actions 
 Approved leave, promotions/pay raises, overtime, and employee travel 
 Effected minor personnel disciplinary actions and recommended action in more serious cases 
 Heard and resolved complaints from employees 
 Compiled, managed, analyzed, and interpreted complex limnological, biological, and hydrologic datasets 
 Planned, designed, and implemented research related to water quality and restoration activities 
 Assisted in the planning, design, and implementation of fisheries, hydrology, and geomorphic research 
 Prepared technical reports and manuscripts detailing the progress and findings of water quality, fisheries, hydrology, 

and geomorphic research and apply findings to inform restoration activities 
 Developed, implemented, and managed contracts and/or cooperative agreements to conserve or recover sensitive 

aquatic resources including developing scopes of work, managing projects, and assessing deliverables to ensure they 
meet contract conditions  

 Developed and submitted grant proposals, including budgets, for program and project funding 
 Prepared and updated/revised as necessary annual and multi-year operating budgets for the Water Quality Monitoring 

and Restoration programs; oversaw the overall planning, direction, and timely execution of the Water Quality 
Monitoring and Restoration programs; oversaw development and revision of multi-year work plans in cooperation with 
Federal, private, and non-profit cost-sharing partners; and negotiated the role of the Water Quality Monitoring and 
Restoration programs in complex multi-partner activities to account for budgetary, staff, and other resource limitations 

 Interacted regularly with Tribal leadership and government to deliver technical scientific information including updates 
on on-going planning and regulatory processes; updates on on-going restoration, research, and monitoring efforts; 
summarizing research; and discussing current conditions of water and Tribal treaty resources 

 Planned and conducted ecological investigations on a wide variety of land and water resource development proposals 
to determine their effects on aquatic resources 

 Provided fish and wildlife resource expertise and technical assistance regarding requirements under the Endangered 
Species Act, Tribal Trust responsibilities, and other state and federal regulations 

 Negotiated controversial natural resource issues with private landowners, other Tribes, Federal and state agencies, and 
other entities 

 Assisted in strategic planning for The Klamath Tribes Aquatics Program 
 Assisted in negotiations for Upper Basin-wide riparian restoration in cooperation with private landowners and off-

project irrigators 
 Provided formal feedback on restoration plans developed by collaborators (federal and state agencies, nonprofits, etc.) 
 Represented The Klamath Tribes on the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s Central Oregon grant proposal 

technical review team 
 Represented The Klamath Tribes on the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s Klamath Basin Small Grants Team 
 Represented The Klamath Tribes on the Interim Measures Implementation Committee managed by PacifiCorp under 

the terms of the Klamath Hydropower Settlement Agreement 
 Interacted with people of diverse backgrounds including federal, state, county, and tribal employees; tribal members; 

and private landowners for the purposes of collaboration, outreach, and recruitment for restoration, research, and 
monitoring efforts 

Research Assistant - Limnology MAY 2011 - SEP. 2015 
Washington State University, Pullman, WA 
 Collected physical, chemical, biological, and flow data from lakes and streams in eastern Washington state 
 Supervised 2-3 part-time, hourly laboratory technicians in the laboratory and field 
 Planned, scheduled, and assigned short-term priorities for work activities within established resources and program 

requirements 
 Allocated work assignments based on priorities and staff capabilities 
 Established performance standards and initiated employee recognition and training actions 
 Gave advice, counsel and/or instruction to employees on both work and administrative matters 
 Made selections for appointment, promotion or reassignment to subordinate positions within the limnology lab 
 Approved leave, promotions/pay raises, overtime, and employee travel 
 Effected minor personnel disciplinary actions and recommended action in more serious cases 
 Heard and resolved complaints from employees 
 Operated SEAL AutoAnalyzer 3 continuous flow nutrient analyzer for total nitrogen, total phosphorus, nitrate/nitrite, 



ammonia, alkalinity, and orthophosphate concentrations in water samples collected from the field 
 Compiled, managed, analyzed, and interpreted complex limnological and biological datasets 
 Prepared and submitted manuscripts for publication in peer-reviewed scientific journals 
 Assessed fish feeding ecology and species interactions via gut content analysis, stable isotope analysis, and relative 

abundance surveys 
 Developed and assessed stable isotope analysis methods 
 Captured and handled adult fish 
 Volunteer experience trapping, handling, and tagging juvenile and adult salmonids 

Wilderness and Climbing Ranger JUN. 2006 - NOV. 2010 
United States Forest Service (USFS) Trout Lake, WA, May-Nov. 
 Patrolled Mt Adams, Indian Heaven and Trapper Creek Wilderness areas 
 Educated the public about proper wilderness travel and awareness including Leave No Trace ethics 
 Maintained trails and backcountry campsites 
 Provided assistance to Klickitat and Yakima county Search and Rescue 
 Supervised volunteer Wilderness Stewards involved in backcounty trail and campsite restoration work 
 Fought wildfires on and off the Mt. Adams Ranger District as a type-2 wildland firefighter 

Volunteer work 

Technical Peer-Reviewer                 2017 TO PRESENT 
Lake and Reservoir Management, Limnology and Oceanography Methods 
 Review manuscripts assessing fisheries management, climate change adaptation, general limnology, stable isotope 

analysis, and aquatic ecology and provide feedback and recommendations to journal editors and manuscript authors 

Board Member      JAN. 2019 TO PRESENT 
Klamath Lake Land Trust, Klamath Falls, OR 
 Assist in the planning, design, implementation, and management of riparian and aquatic restoration projects in the 

Upper Klamath Basin 
 Assist in developing and submitting grant proposals, including budgets, for program and project funding 
 Assist with strategic planning, including prioritization of future land purchases 
 Review and approve program and project budgets 
 Review operations and personnel matters and resolve any associated issues 

B-run Steelhead Project Volunteer             DEC. 2013 - MAR. 2014 
Nez Perce Tribe Department of Fisheries Resources Management, Orofino, ID
 Assisted fisheries technicians with mobile telemetry of adult steelhead and interrogation and installation of stationary 

telemetry units 
 Assisted with adult steelhead collection and tagging 

Environmental Education Intern      JAN. 2006 - MAR. 2006 
Nooksack Salmon Enhancement Association (NSEA) Bellingham, WA 
 Mentored high school students designing stream ecology focused projects 
 Taught various stream ecology topics in the field including native plant and aquatic macroinvertebrate identification 

and water quality testing techniques 
 Assisted in the design and implementation of stream restoration plans and plantings 

Environmental Education Intern     JAN. 2006 - MAR. 2006 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group Mt. Vernon, WA 
 Assisted in the implementation of salmon focused lessons and activities 
 Taught various stream ecology topics in a classroom setting including native plant and aquatic macroinvertebrate 

identification, water quality testing techniques, and basic fish ecology 
 Assisted in the design and implementation of stream restoration plantings 



Publications 
Peer-reviewed Journal Articles  

 Preece E, Moore B, Skinner MM, Child A, Dent S. 2019. A review of the biological and chemical effects of 
hypolimnetic oxygenation. Lake and Reservoir Management. DOI: 10.1080/10402381.2019.1580325. 

 Cross BK, Moore BC, Skinner MM. 2017. Hypolimnetic oxygenation effects on trout condition and growth in North 
Twin Lake, Washington. Lake and Reservoir Management. DOI: 10.1080/10402381.2016.1276654. 

 Skinner MM, Cross BK, Moore BC. 2017. Using stable isotope analysis to assess the effects of hypolimnetic 
oxygenation on diet in a mixed cold- and warmwater fish community. Environmental Biology of Fishes.  
DOI: 10.1007/s10641-017-0625-y. 

 Skinner MM, Cross BK, Moore BC. 2016. Estimating in situ isotopic turnover in Rainbow Trout (Oncorhynchus 
mykiss) muscle and liver tissue. Journal of Freshwater Ecology. DOI: 10.1080/02705060.2016/1259127. 

 Skinner MM, Martin AA, Moore BC. 2016. Is lipid correction necessary in the stable isotope analysis of fish tissues? 
Rapid Communications in Mass Spectrometry 30:881-889. 

 Skinner MM, Moore BC, Swanson ME. 2014. Hypolimnetic oxygenation in Twin Lakes, WA: Part II: Feeding 
ecology of a mixed cold- and warm-water fish community. Lake and Reservoir Management 30(3):240-249. 

 Moore BC, Cross BJ, Clegg EM, Lanouette BP, Skinner M, Preece E, Child A, Gantzer P, Shallenberger E, 
Christensen D, Nine B. 2014. Hypolimnetic oxygenation in Twin Lakes, WA: Part I: Distribution and movement of 
trout. Lake and Reservoir Management 30(3):226-239. 

Technical Reports 

 Skinner M, Erdman C, Stoken O. 2020. Considerations for implementation of beaver dam analogs and similar 
structures in the Upper Klamath Basin of Oregon, USA. Klamath Falls Fish and Wildlife Office, US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and Trout Unlimited: Klamath Falls, OR. 

 Skinner M. 2020. Feasibility of using floating wetlands to treat Upper Klamath Lake phosphorus load. US Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Klamath Falls Fish and Wildlife Office: Klamath Falls, OR. 

 Skinner M, Blocker S, Gonyaw A. 2017. Chinook Salmon (Oncorhynchus tshawytscha) habitat assessment in the 
Wood River watershed, Oregon.  Prepared for the NOAA Pacific Coast Salmon Recovery Fund. Aquatics Program, 
Natural Resources Department, The Klamath Tribes: Chiloquin, OR. 

 Skinner M. 2016. Water year 2016 water quality assessment report.  Prepared for the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency. Aquatics Program, Natural Resources Department, The Klamath Tribes: Chiloquin, OR. 

 Skinner M. 2016. Wocus Restoration Plan for the Upper Klamath Basin. Prepared for the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency. Aquatics Program, Natural Resources Department, The Klamath Tribes: Chiloquin, OR. 

 Skinner MM. 2016. Nuphar lutea in wetlands and shallow lakes with particular emphasis on the Upper Klamath Basin 
of Oregon. Aquatics Program, Natural Resources Department, The Klamath Tribes: Chiloquin, OR. 

Presentations at Professional Meetings 

 Skinner M. Oral Presentation. “Upper Klamath Basin Watershed Action Plan.” Klamath Basin Monitoring Program 
semi-annual meeting, May 18, 2020, virtual. 

 Skinner M. Oral Presentation. “Upper Klamath Basin Watershed Action Plan.” Oregon Chapter of the American 
Fisheries Society annual meeting, March 5, 2020, Bend, OR. 



 Skinner M. Oral Presentation. “Wocus in the Upper Klamath Basin, Oregon.” Klamath Basin Monitoring Program 
semi-annual meeting, November 10, 2016, Yreka, CA. 

 Skinner M, Moore BC. Oral Presentation. “Using stable isotope analysis and multiple-source mixing models to assess 
the influence of hypolimnetic oxygenation on diet in a mixed cold- and warm-water fish community” American 
Fisheries Society Annual Meeting, August, 2015, Portland, OR. 

 Skinner M, Moore BC. Oral Presentation. “Stable isotope analysis of fish liver in food web studies: a methods 
investigation” Idaho Chapter American Fisheries Society, March 7, 2015, Boise, ID. 

 Skinner M, Moore BC. Poster. “Stable isotope analysis of fish liver in food web studies: a methods investigation” 
Washington State Lake Protection Association 2014 Annual Meeting, October 1, 2014, Chelan, WA. 

 Skinner M, Moore BC, Swanson ME. Poster. “Does hypolimnetic oxygenation influence the diets of trout and golden 
shiner in Twin Lakes, WA?” Washington State University Academic Showcase, March 28, 2014, Pullman, WA. 

 Skinner M, Moore BC, Swanson ME. Oral Presentation. Does hypolimnetic oxygenation affect feeding ecology in a 
mixed cold- and warm-water fish community in Twin Lakes, WA? Eastern Washington and Northern Idaho Regional 
Lakes Conference, February 8, 2014, Spokane, WA. 

 Skinner M, Moore BC, Swanson ME. Oral Presentation. “The effects of hypolimnetic oxygenation on the diets of 
brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis), rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), and golden shiner (Notemigous crysoleucas) 
in Twin Lakes, Washington.” North American Lake Management Society 2013 Annual Meeting, November 1, 2013, 
San Diego, CA.  

 Skinner M, Moore BC, Swanson ME. Poster. “Does hypolimnetic oxygenation influence the diets of trout and golden 
shiner in Twin Lakes, WA?” North American Lake Management Society 2013 Annual Meeting, November 1, 2013, 
San Diego, CA.  

 Skinner M, Moore BC, Swanson ME. Oral Presentation. “The effects of hypolimnetic oxygenation on the diets of 
brook trout (Salvelinus fontinalis), rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss), and golden shiner (Notemigous crysoleucas) 
in Twin Lakes, Washington.” Washington State Lake Protection Association 2013 Annual Meeting, October 18, 2013, 
Vancouver, WA.  

 Skinner M, Moore BC, Swanson ME. Poster. “Does hypolimnetic oxygenation influence the diets of trout and golden 
shiner in Twin Lakes, WA?” Washington State Lake Protection Association 2013 Annual Meeting, October 18, 2013, 
Vancouver, WA.  

 Skinner M, Moore BC. Oral Presentation. “The effects of hypolimnetic oxygenation on the diets of brook trout 
(Salvelinus fontinalis) and rainbow trout (Oncorhynchus mykiss) in Twin Lakes, Washington.” Western Division 
American Fisheries Society 2013 Annual Meeting, April 17, 2013, Boise, ID.  

 Skinner M and Moore BC. Poster. “Influence of hypolimnetic oxygenation on trout diet in Twin Lakes, Washington.” 
Washington State University Academic Showcase, March 29, 2013, Pullman, WA. 

 Skinner M and Moore BC. Oral Presentation. “The effects of hypolimnetic oxygenation on fish diet in a mixed warm- 
and cold-water fish community in Twin Lakes, Washington.” North American Lake Management Society 2012 Annual 
Meeting, November 8, 2012, Madison, WI.  

 Skinner M and Moore BC. Oral Presentation. “The effects of hypolimnetic oxygenation on fish diet in a mixed warm- 
and cold-water fish community in Twin Lakes, Washington.” Washington State Lake Protection Association 2012 
Annual Meeting, October 24, 2012, Wenatchee, WA.  

 Preece E, Skinner M, Moore BC. Poster. “Comparison of extraction methods used to isolate the cyantoxin, 
Microcystin, from fish muscle.” Washington State University Academic Showcase, March 30, 2012, Pullman, WA. 



Workshops/training courses 

Building Strong Relationships with Landowners 
Land Trust Alliance, webinar 

Mastering the art of negotiation 
Land Trust Alliance, webinar 

Endangered Species Act of 1973- Overview 
Department of the Interior, webinar 

Proper Functioning Condition monitoring training 
National Riparian Service Team, Upper Klamath Basin, OR 

Beaver dam analogs 
Salmon Restoration Federation pre-conference workshop, Fortuna, CA 

Design and engineering of off-channel habitat and large wood projects 
Salmon Restoration Federation pre-conference workshop, Fortuna, CA 

GIS techniques for fisheries scientists 
American Fisheries Society pre-conference workshop, Portland, OR 

Physical and biological considerations related to the use of wood in aquatic habitat and stream 
restoration projects  
Western Division American Fisheries Society pre-conference workshop, Boise, ID 

Internal phosphorus loading in lake systems 
North American Lake Management Society pre-conference workshop, Spokane, WA 

Scholarships, Awards, and Honors 
 Numerous performance awards from US Bureau of Reclamation and US Fish and Wildlife Service 

 Idaho Chapter American Fisheries Society Graduate Student Scholarship 

 Washington State Lake Protection Association 2014 Nancy Weller Memorial Scholarship 

 Elected WSU Liaison of the Palouse Student Unit of the American Fisheries Society for the 2014-2015 school year 

 Clearwater Fly Casters 2014 Student Scholarship 

 Jody Connor Student Award for best student paper at the 2013 International Symposium of the North American Lake 
Management Society 

 Jody Connor Student Award Honorable Mention for outstanding student poster at the 2013 International Symposium of 
the North American Lake Management Society 

 Elected secretary of the Palouse Student Unit of the American Fisheries Society for the 2013-2014 school year  

 Western Division American Fisheries Society 2013 Student Travel Grant 

 North American Lake Management Society 2012 Student Travel Grant 



Washington State University Graduate and Professional Student Association Student Travel Grant

Washington State University Graduate and Professional Student Association Student Registration Grant

Graduate of Western Washington University Honors College

Completed and defended an undergraduate thesis assessing the impacts of a small dam on aquatic benthic
macroinvertebrate community structure

Western Washington University’s Presidential Merit Scholarship

Scientific and Professional Association Memberships

North American Lake Management Society (NALMS)
American Fisheries Society and select subunits (AFS, WDAFS, ICAFS, WA/BC AFS,
PUAFS)
Washington State Lake Protection Association (WALPA)
Klamath Basin Monitoring Program (KBMP)
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Department of Fish and Wildlife
East Region

61374 Parrell Road
Bend, OR 97702

(541) 388-6363
FAX (541) 388-6281

August, 26, 2020 

Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commissioners 

Re: Board Member Nomination 

This correspondence is in support of Dr. Megan Skinner’s selection as a board member of the Restoration and 
Enhancement Board (R & E) representing the public. The R & E Program is a grant program that provides $2-3 
million per year to fishery projects throughout Oregon. Funding is used to increase recreational fishing 
opportunities and improve commercial salmon fisheries. Dr. Skinner is uniquely qualified to contribute to the R & 
E Program meeting its objectives. 

It has been my pleasure to have worked professionally with Dr. Skinner over the last 5 years. Throughout this 
period, she has demonstrated a keen knowledge of fisheries resources and issues. Her interactions with the 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) Klamath District staff and the ODFW Hydropower Program 
staff, have given Megan a good understanding of the agency’s mission, policies and programs. Through her work 
she has been engaged in several regional fisheries issues including the Klamath Basin Integrated Fisheries 
Restoration and Monitoring Plan and is familiar with ODFW’s planning for the reintroduction of anadromous 
fish into the upper Klamath basin. She is board member for the Klamath Lake Land Trust and has represented 
the USFWS on the Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board’s central Oregon grant proposal technical team. Dr. 
Skinner’s affinity with southcentral Oregon will enable her to provide geographical representation on the Board, 
while at the same time bringing extensive knowledge and understanding that will benefit recreational fishery issues 
statewide. 

Dr. Skinner has worked as an ecosystem restoration scientist for the Klamath Tribes, as the Klamath river 
manager for the US Bureau of Reclamation and is currently employed as a water quality specialist for the U. S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service. Her unique riparian and aquatic restoration project planning and monitoring 
background and her deep understanding of aquatic habitats would certainly make her an valuable asset to the R & 
E Board, and her project planning and budgeting would be of considerable value to the Board in prioritizing and 
managing the R & E Program’s funds and revenues. She demonstrates a balanced approach in problem solving 
and decision making, actively seeking as much information as possible prior to deciding or recommendation. In 
addition, she would bring valuable experience from her interacting and collaborating with people of diverse 
backgrounds; including the rural agriculture community, non-governmental organizations, Tribal governments, 
federal, state city, county and officials and politicians seeking to find positive solutions for enhancing and 
restoring fishery habitats in the Klamath Basin. Dr. Skinner has consistently been committed to programs and 
activities resulting in fisheries restoration and enhancement opportunity, and sound resource management, which 
ultimately help lead to increased recreation fishing opportunity and improve commercial salmon fisheries. I highly 
support Dr. Skinner’s selection as an R&E board member. 

Sincerely, 

Ted Wise 
ODFW East Region Hydropower Program Leader 



Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Klamath Watershed District Office 

East Region 
1850 Miller Island Road West 
Klamath Falls, Oregon 97603 

(541) 883-5732
FAX (541) 883-5521 

August 25, 2020 

Fish Restoration and Enhancement Board 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 
4034 Fairview Industrial Drive SE 
Salem, OR 97302 
Attn: Kevin Herkamp, R&E Program Coordinator 

Re: Letter of Support for Dr. Megan Skinner in regards to her application to the Fish Restoration and 
Enhancement Board of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

Dear Mr. Herkamp and/or Fish Restoration and Enhancement Board Representative, 

The Klamath Watershed District (District) of the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) 
strongly supports Dr. Megan Skinner in her application for the Public-At-Large Representative for 
the Fish Restoration and Enhancement (R&E) Board of ODFW. 

The District has extensive experience working with Dr. Skinner since her arrival in the Klamath 
Basin. Through her extensive work with multiple agencies in the basin and covering a wide array of 
issues, Dr. Skinner has solidly established herself as a leading expert in ESA listed Shortnose and 
Lost River Sucker research and recovery and she has an incredible grasp on the issues facing these 
imperiled species. While continuing her work with these imperiled suckers, Dr. Skinner has also 
became a leading expert on water quality and management issues facing the Klamath Basin and her 
time working with the US Bureau of Reclamation here in Klamath Falls further illustrates the wide 
breath of her skills and abilities.   

Dr. Skinner is an ideal candidate for the Public-At-Large Representative for the R&E Board and 
both her professional career and her personal endeavors illustrate this. Through her professional 
work, she has continually dealt with a wide array of fish management issues that have very real and 
significant impacts on both the natural world that ODFW is tasked with conserving and protecting 
and on the public that relies on it. Within the Klamath Basin, water quality and quantity management 
is paramount to all else and Dr. Skinner is the leading expert that the District and many other 
agencies rely on to achieve our individual and collective objectives. Dr. Skinner is also heavily 
involved in habitat restoration and evaluation and the District is currently coordinating with her on 
multiple large-scale restoration projects that will be invaluable to the overall conservation and 
recovery of the basin.  

In addition to her professional career, Dr. Skinner’s personal endeavors further illustrate that she is a 
fantastic representative of Oregonians throughout the state. Dr. Skinner spends as much time 
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experiencing and exploring Oregon’s natural wonders as possible. She is continually hiking and 
learning new areas and she never appears to slow even the slightest. Her energy and enthusiasm for 
the natural world is contagious and spills over into everything that she does. She is also active in the 
local community and is a valued board member for the Klamath Lake Land Trust, of which the 
District works incredibly close with.     

As a district fish biologist working in the Klamath Basin, having someone like Dr. Skinner as a 
colleague is absolutely invaluable and it directly helps to facilitate the District achieving our goals 
and objectives. I personally feel that she is a fantastic fit for the R&E Board and I think that she 
would help to gain representation in an area of the state that is often overlooked but that is at the 
forefront of large-scale restoration and dealing with impacts of a changing climate.   

Thank you for your time and consideration of Dr. Megan Skinner as an applicant for the Public-At-
Large Representative for the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife’s Fish Restoration and 
Enhancement Board. Please do not hesitate to reach out directly to me if you would like to discuss 
the many attributes that make Dr. Skinner an ideal candidate for this position. I truly feel that she 
would be an invaluable member of the R&E Board.  

Sincerely, 

Ben Ramirez 
District Fish Biologist 
Klamath Watershed District 
Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Cc: Trevor Watson, Klamath/Malheur Watershed District Manager, ODFW 



















R&E Board Application 10/2014 4 

My work experience as a biologist has provided me with the knowledge, skills, and abilities to 
successfully represent the interests of the “public at large-concerned angler” position: 

1. Lifelong resident and angler of the state of Oregon.
2. Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife EBA Tillamook Oregon (1 field season)-I worked on

pilot project evaluating the spatial and temporal overlap of hatchery winter steelhead with wild
winter steelhead on the Nestucca River.  This position familiarized me with coastal ecotype
streams and winter steelhead spawning behavior.

3. Oregon Department of Environmental Quality-NRS-1 Coastal Monitoring and Assessment
Program specialist (2 field seasons).  This position entailed sampling water quality with various
data sondes, benthic substrate (Van Veen sampler), and fish (cottids) up and down the Oregon
Coast from Gold Beach to Hammond.  Sampled every major coastal bay for physical water
quality parameters and benthic substrate to be analyzed for heavy metals/toxins.  My role was to
operate/calibrate the field gear and accurately record field data.

4. Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife EBA Pikeminnow Project (1 field season)- I worked on
the Northern Pikeminnow Project on the Columbia River.  My primary responsibilities were to
operate an electro-fishing boat, capture stunned fish, PIT tag, gastric lavage, and record accurate
data.  I also mounted and pressed scales for age analysis.  An ancillary benefit is that I traveled
every river mile of the Columbia River from Kalama to Priest Rapids dam and I was afforded the
opportunity to observe many of the fish species present in the Columbia River.

5. Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs Reservation of Oregon-Fish Biologist Hood River
Oregon (1.5 years) Hood River spring Chinook supplementation program.  Implemented the field
component of the spring Chinook reintroduction program and the habitat monitoring and
evaluation component.  Gained insight into the value of a reintroduction project, Tribal fishery, a
high exploitation rate, fish culture, and habitat restoration.  Primary methods utilized to evaluate
the fishery include creel, PIT tags, and spawning surveys.  Primary objectives were to evaluate
the program by quantifying the residual rate of hatchery fish, success of acclimation, and
quantifying escapement.  Restoration projects included large woody debris (including pre-post
project monitoring) designed to restore spring Chinook habitat and an irrigation district piping
project.

6. Hood River Watershed Council-While I was employed with the CTWSRO I regularly attended
and gave presentations to the watershed council.  The relationships developed within that
council still persist today and made me realize how valuable a well run watershed council is to
its respective basin.

7. Portland General Electric-Fish Biologist Estacada Oregon (2007-present).  In my tenure at PGE
my job has been very diverse from conducting a large scale dam removal project and subsequent
monitoring (Marmot Dam), fish facility design, native fish restoration (Timothy Lake spawning
disruption program), M & E study plan design and review, operations liaison, assisting in the
development of habitat and instream flow restoration  monitoring, PIT tag monitoring system
design/build, radio-telemetry monitoring system design/build, spawning surveys, gravel
augmentation design, hatchery/wild productivity analyses, interagency coordination, database
management, and overall working with a diverse group of stakeholders to design unique
solutions to complicated problems.  Probably the most applicable skill was participating in an
application review process to allocate funding from a fund and going through a collaborative
study plan/reporting review process with regulatory personnel.

8. Past Secretary/Treasurer of Oregon Chapter of the American Fisheries Society.
9. Represent PGE in the North Willamette Fisheries Leadership Group-Group of concerned

anglers, business owners, ODFW district staff, and outside professional staff that assess and
attempt to improve the recreational fisheries in the local area.

10. Currently serve on the Oregon Wildlife Heritage Foundation (OWHF) project committee to
develop, evaluate, select, and fund projects that advance the mission of the OWHF.

11. Currently serve on the technical advisory committee for the Clackamas River Basin Council
focused investment partnership.










